
The following is a copy of a letter written by Jackob Wilhelm Dechant to his Mother, Brothers, 
and Sisters on his arrival in America. 
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NOTES: 
This letter was written about two and a half years after he arrived.  He was so discouraged (as 
per letter) that he was ashamed to write.  The Mother and friend in Germany had the Union of 
German-American Reformed Preachers locate him and pay his bondage off. 
 
His good intentions of bringing his family over here are unsure, but as listed in a Reformed 
Church Bulletin as soon as he got a church he was married and started raising 12 children. 
 
Jakob's father was a preacher in Appenheim, Germany.  Jakob's 2 sons, George Benson Dechant and 
Ludwig Dechant became preachers. 


